Letters of Support Needed for AB 191 (Bocanegra) 

Strengthening the Connection between CalFresh and Medi-Cal
Assembly Member Bocanegra has introduced AB 191, Strengthening the Connection between CalFresh and Medi-Cal, a bill that would:

AB 191 seeks to improve alignment between CalFresh and Medi-Cal in order to ensure that low-income households with a Medi-Cal recipient are more likely to receive CalFresh nutrition benefits. 
AB 191 passed the Senate Floor on Monday, September 9 with a bipartisan floor vote of 28-10 and returned to the Assembly for concurrence. The Governor now has the bill and he must sign or veto it by Sunday, October 13. Please fax your letter of support to the Governor as soon as possible (fax: 916-558-3160). In addition, please email a copy to leg.unit@gov.ca.gov.
Below is a sample letter of support. Organizations, groups, and individuals are urged to personalize this sample letter to explain why AB 191 is needed and is valuable legislation! Fact sheets and other information on the bill can be found at http://cfpa.net/ab191 
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Questions? Contact Alexis Fernández (510.433.1122 ext. 111)
[Insert date] 

Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173

Sacramento, CA 95814
(Print Organizational Support Letters on Letterhead)

(Name of your organization) supports AB 191 (Bocanegra), legislation that will improve alignment between CalFresh and Medi-Cal in an effort to ensure that low-income households receive both health and nutrition benefits. 

California continues to struggle with low CalFresh participation. Only about half of eligible Californians participate. While we’ve made considerable progress addressing this problem in recent years, we must continue to implement strategies that reduce barriers to accessing nutrition benefits.

Reduced food insecurity and improved access to nutritious foods are fundamental goals of CalFresh. These objectives are also strongly linked to supporting the overall health and well-being of participants. In an effort to further the connection between nutrition and health, the link between CalFresh and other health benefits should be strengthened. Moreover, through implementation of the Affordable Care Act, millions of low-income Californians will soon be newly eligible for Medi-Cal. There is no better time to connect low-income Californians with a comprehensive package of benefits, including CalFresh, that will truly support overall good health. 

A significant number of individuals receiving Medi-Cal are unaware that their household may also be eligible for CalFresh. In addition, some households with a Medi-Cal recipient may be net income eligible for CalFresh, but have a gross income above the current limit. As a result, the CalFresh gross income test is preventing otherwise eligible households with high need and high expenses, such as child care costs, from accessing these benefits. Efforts to ensure that low-income families receive a package of benefits that includes CalFresh are furthered by improved alignment between programs. 

AB 191 would make low-income households with a Medi-Cal recipient (with income up to 200% of the federal poverty level) categorically eligible for CalFresh, therefore removing a CalFresh income barrier. For households with a Medi-Cal recipient the CalFresh gross income test would be raised from the current limit of 130% FPL to 200% FPL. The net income test would still apply.

AB 191 increases the impact of nutrition benefits for families and the state and local economies. A small state investment will result in hundreds of millions of federal nutrition benefits provided directly to low-income Californians. Strengthening the state’s safety-net and ensuring that all California families have enough nutritious food to ward off hunger and food insecurity. 

Increasing the amount of federally funded CalFresh benefits coming into California not only provides nutrition assistance for families, but also provides an immediate stimulus to the economy. USDA has shown that every dollar in CalFresh benefit expenditures generates $1.79 in related economic activity, including sales tax revenue for state and local economies. 

Improved alignment between CalFresh and Medi-Cal has the potential to increase CalFresh participation, boost administrative efficiency, and increase the likelihood that low-income households have access to a package of benefits that support their overall health and well-being. 

For these reasons, (name of your organization) urges your signature on AB 191.
Sincerely,

Your name, title and/or organization
Cc: California Food Policy Advocates 
WHERE TO SEND YOUR LETTER OF SUPPORT:


Fax to Governor: 916-558-3160


Email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:leg.unit@gov.ca.gov" �leg.unit@gov.ca.gov�





Please “cc” CFPA


Fax (510.433.1131) or Email (� HYPERLINK "mailto:alexis@cfpa.net" �alexis@cfpa.net�)











