
 

 

 

March 27, 2015 
 
The Honorable Susan Talamantes Eggman 
California State Assembly 
State Capitol Room 3173 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0013 
 
RE: Support for AB 515 
 
Dear Assemblymember Eggman, 
 
California Food Policy Advocates (CFPA) writes in support of AB 515 which would further drive 
donations from California’s agricultural producers to California food banks.  
 
CFPA is a nonprofit, statewide policy and advocacy organization dedicated to improving the health and 
well-being of low-income families by increasing their access to nutritious, affordable food. For more 
than 20 years, we’ve worked to ensure that eligible California families have access to essential nutrition 
benefits, including CalFresh and other federal nutrition programs.  
 
Over the last few years food banks across the state have seen an unprecedented increase in requests 
for food assistance. While CalFresh plays an essential role as the first line of defense against hunger, 
many struggling California families are not accessing benefits, may be ineligible, are receiving benefits, 
but do not have sufficient resources to meet their monthly nutrition needs, or find themselves in an 
unanticipated emergency situation. CFPA will continue to work toward increasing CalFresh access and 
participation so that benefits reach more Californians in need. In the meantime, there remains a large 
burden on food banks.  
 
Food banks and charitable agencies play an increasingly important role in fighting hunger in the current 
context of very high food hardship, low CalFresh participation, and recent cuts to safety-net programs 
at the state and federal level. Unfortunately, California provides limited public funding for its emergency 
food system. The existing tax credit offers an easy way for the state to encourage private contributions 
to help food banks keep up with growing requests for assistance.  
 
The existing credit authorizes agricultural growers to receive a state tax credit for donating surplus 
produce. The credit encourages donations of produce to California food banks; however, due to 
categorical limitations and difficult product valuations, qualifying for the tax credit is cumbersome. 
 
Categories of foods that can be donated are limited to fresh fruits and vegetables. This leaves out 
important sources of nutritious foods that, if included, would help to end hunger in California. In addition, 
the tax credit is currently based on the inventoried value of the donation, which requires donors to use   



 

 
an extremely technical set of IRS codes to calculate the credit. This onerous process makes qualifying 
for the tax credit so difficult that it removes the economic incentive for many donors, thus, reducing the 
number of donations received by food banks.  
 
AB 515 will drive further donations from California’s agricultural producers to California food banks by: 
 

• Expanding the categories of foods eligible for the tax credit to other essential dietary items 
including nuts, beans, rice, meat, dried fruits, peanut butter, dairy, and breads.  

• Simplifying the process for donors to take the credit by basing the credit on 20% of the 
wholesale value of the foods donated, instead of the current base of 10% of the inventoried 
value. 

• Providing certainty to donors by extending the sunset of the credit from 2017 to 2024.    
 
These changes are crucial to maximize the partnership between our agricultural producers and anti-
hunger charity network, making our food system more efficient by ensuring that as much food as 
possible does not go to waste but is used to feed hungry Californians.  
 
For these reasons, CFPA strongly support AB 515 and thanks you for your leadership on this issue.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
Alexis Fernández 
Director of Legislation 
California Food Policy Advocates 
 

  

 


