
 

 

 

 

March 18, 2016 
 
The Honorable Richard Bloom 
State Capitol Building 
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
  
RE: AB 2782 (Bloom): Healthy CA Fund – Letter of Support 
 
Dear Assemblymember Bloom: 
 
California Food Policy Advocates (CFPA) supports AB 2782 (Bloom): Healthy CA Fund. AB 2782 will 
require a 2 cents-per-ounce fee on sugary drinks. The revenue from this health impact fee will equip the 
state with dedicated resources to invest in communities that are disproportionately impacted by type 2 
diabetes, dental disease, heart disease & stroke, and related sugary drink consumption diseases.   
 
CFPA is a statewide policy and advocacy organization dedicated to improving the health and well-being 
of low-income Californians by increasing their access to nutritious, affordable food. This includes 
increasing access to more healthful beverages, such as water, and decreasing access to less healthful 
beverages, such as those that are sugar-sweetened. Increasing the consumption of water, for example, 
is a simple and effective obesity prevention strategy, which is why CFPA has and continues to support 
policy solutions that will improve access to and consumption of more healthful beverages.  
 
Diabetes is one of the leading causes of death for Latinos, African Americans, Native Americans, and 
Asian Pacific Islanders in California.  Over 43% of the Latinos, 40.3% Native Americans, 39.3% of 
African Americans and 38.7% of Asian Pacific Islanders, admitted to California hospitals in 2011 had 
diabetes. Strides have been made in education and awareness of healthier eating, and increasing 
physical activity, but we need a dedicated revenue source to fully address this epidemic and fully 
address the environmental and physical conditions that take away from our communities’ quality of life 
and life expectancy. 
 
If we do nothing, it is predicted that 50% of Latino and African American children born since the year 
2000 will develop type 2 diabetes during their lifetime.i   
 
The research that sugary beverages have a direct link with diabetes is incontrovertible; the links to 
obesity are even more established. iiiii ivv  We also know that the consumption of sugary drinks is a major 
driver of fatty liver disease,vi heart disease, stroke,vii pancreatic cancer,viii and kidney disease.ix   
 
 
 



 

  

 

 
AB 2782 will enable the State to invest in communities disproportionately burdened by diseases related 
to the consumption of sugary drinks, especially Type 2 diabetes.  This proposed dedicated revenue 
source is needed to directly offset the health impacts that disproportionately impact our communities.    
 
We support AB 2782 because it is sensible public policy. The adverse health effects of the 
overconsumption of sugar-sweetened beverages are harming our communities, and its effects pose a 
significant economic burden on our state that requires urgent action.  
 
For these reasons, CFPA is proud to support this important policy. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Tracey Patterson 
Director of Legislation 
California Food Policy Advocates 
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